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THE SOJOURN OF PROFESSOR HANS HOFF prominent pupil was Prof. Tarik Hamdi, director of
IN IRAQ University Hospitals in Mosul and dean of the
School of Medicine in Mosul and then in Baghdad.
Prof, Tarik Hamdi fell in political disgrace before he
died in 1982. Because of Prof. Hoff's influence, a
close relationship developed b Iragi and
Austrian neurologists that led to intense academic
cooperation and the exchange of teaching programs.
Prof. Franz Gerstenbrand of Vienna was actively
involved in the exchange visitor program and
traveled to Iraq five times as visiting professor in
Mosul and Baghdad. Recently, connections with
Iraqi neurology faded, and the status of the school
of neurology inspired by Prof. Hoff is unclear.
Concerned about the changes that the war might
have brought to Iraqi neurology, Prof. Gerstenbrand
has initiated a drive to establish an international
fund to rebuild neurologic institutions in Iraq while
aiding Iraqgi neurologists to reopen links with other
colleagues in the world.

Professor Gerstenbrand in front of a painting of
Professor Hans Hoff

In 1897, Hans Hoff was born in Vienna, Austria.
He was a pupil of Nobel laureate Julius Wagner-
Jauregg and a rer d p of psychiatry and
neurology. Prof. Hoff's work focused on the
treatment of alcoholism. One of the landmarks of
his career was the planning of the new Vienna
General Hospital in collaboration with the
influential neurosurgeon Leopold Schonbauer.

In 1938, during the convulsive events preceding
World War 11, Prof. Hoff, of Jewish origin, was
forced to leave Vienna. He found refuge in Baghdad
where he established the Department of Neurology
in the Royal College of Medicine. Highly respected
by the Iraqi people, Prof. Hoff developed friendly
ties with the royal family and with the Kurdish
population, including their leader Barzani. Four
years later, Prof. Hoff moved to New York where he
took a teaching post at Columbia University. In
1949, he returned to Vienna where he died in 1969.

In Baghdad, he created a school of neurology that
survived until recently. In its prime, it extended a
teaching network to Mosul and Basra. His most

Neurology Article January 2012 ,Painting of Prof. Hans Hoff

Prominent Pupil Prof.Tariq Ibrahim Hemdi



DU MY g il Jsa dlan 8 saen an) ) (5)Ua SEGY) iy
O3S ¢ sanl gl allll 6 il pe Gued A ga aadliil) i) 3 5 Juani

1305 ¢ 4883 (e Leia oy JS (3 yaiusi s asill el (e % YO Jsa
Dhadia (6 ailh azblill) 2 gil) 30 Cnd ga g (adlill Uik

il

Prof.Tarig Ibrahim Hemdi with Medical Students 1971
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